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1 . Claims 178-276 are pending. 

2. This application is a CON of USP 6,799,1 95 which is a CON of 
08/700,199 (ABN). 

3. Claims 220 and 221 depend on claim 220. Correction is required. 

Claims 178-276 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Theimer et al [Theimer 5,544,321]. 

4. As per claim 257, Theimer discloses A method of operating a digital data 
processor for use in a control system that includes one or more control/sensing 
devices to monitor and/or control a process, said digital data processor including 
a wireless network connection [Theimer, monitor or control, col 28 line 44; 
network, infrared transceiver and mobile users, col 5 lines 45-65], the method 
comprising 

A. configuring the digital data processor as a process controller for 
purposes of controlling one or more of said control/sensing devices [Theimer, 
configured to support a system, col 5 lines 44-50], and 

B. exchanging one or more messages over said wireless network via said 
wireless network connection for purposes of effecting said controlling of said one 
or more said control/sensing devices [Theimer, RPC exchange, col 27 line 21; 
wireless network, col 3 line 40; infrared sensors 1 5, Fig 1 1 , col 20 lines 47-54]. 
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5. As per claim 258, Theimer discloses the digital data processor is any of a 
portable computer and a personal digital assistant [Theimer, a portable 
computer, col 7 line 37, a small stylus-based mobile computer, col 6 line 52]. 

6. As per claim 259, Theimer discloses the digital data processor is battery- 
powered [Theimer, battery, col 7 line 10]. 

7. As per claims 260,261 Theimer discloses the digital data processor 
operates without a wired network connection to the process control system 
[Theimer, wireless, col 3 line 40]. 

8. As per claim 262, Theimer discloses 03) includes exchanging over the 
wireless network messages that include requests, generated by the process 
controller, for managing objects within the control system, wherein those objects 
maintain information on the status of at least selected control/sensing devices 
[Theimer, the current state of device, col 8 line 45]. 

9. As per claim 263, Theimer discloses 03) includes exchanging over the 
wireless network one or more messages for remotely managing shared objects 
of the control system [Theimer, shared control of a device, col 14 line 20]. 

10. As per claim 264, Theimer discloses 03) includes exchanging over the 
wireless network one or mere messages for any of creating, registering, locating, 
accessing and/or updating said objects that maintain on the status of at least 
selected control/sensing devices [Theimer, the current state of device, col 8 line 
45]. 

11. As per claim 265, Theimer discloses (B) includes exchanging over the 
wireless network one or more messages for any of (i) creating a named object 



Application/Control Number: 10/765,006 . Page 4 

Art Unit: 2616 

that stores information regarding the one or more control/sensing devices, (ii) 
destroying such an object [Theimer, create and delete, col 16 lines 35-45], (iii) 
accessing information such an object, (iv) updating information in such an object 
[Theimer, update, col 12 lines 45-55], (v) determining, from an object name, a 
physical address associated with such an object [Theimer, objects, name and 
address, col 7 line 55-col 8 line 14], and (vi) providing notification of changes in 
at least selected information stored in such an object [Theimer, notification, col 
12 lines 20-45]. 

12. As per claim 266, Theimer discloses (B) includes exchanging over the 
wireless network one or more messages including requests to get a process 
variable associated with one or more of the control/sensing devices. 

13. As per claim 267, Theimer discloses executing a program on said digital 
data processor in order to configure it as a said processor controller. 

14. As per claim 268 Theimer discloses exchanging said messages over the 
wireless network using a TCP/IP protocol [Theimer, packet communication 
network, col 6 line 47]. 

1 5. As per claim 269, Theimer discloses exchanging said messages in a form 
of any of text and ASC format [Theimer, text, col 15 line 3]. 

16. As per claim 270, Theimer discloses exchanging one or more said 
messages in order to got information reflecting the status of one or more of the 
devices [Theimer, reflect, col 12 line 15]. 

1 7. As per claim 271 , Theimer discloses graphically displaying information 
gotten by the digital data processor in response said one or more messages 
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information reflecting the status of one or more of the devices [Theimer, graphic, 
col 23 line 66; reflect, col 12 line 15]. 

1 8. As per claim 272, Theimer discloses exchanging one or more said 
messages in order to set a value associated with one or more of the 
control/sensing devices [Theimer, based on the updated information, col 20 lines 
15-20]. 

1 9. As per claim 273, Theimer discloses the digital data processor is a 
personal digital assistant [Theimer, a small stylus-based mobile computer, col 6 
line 52]. 

20. As per claim 274, Theimer discloses providing user input to the digital data 
processor via any of a keyboard or mouse [Theimer, col 14 lines 35]. 

21 . As per claim 275, Theimer discloses the digital data processor is adapted 
to monitor and control one or more plant processes [Theimer, monitor and 
control, col 20 line 50]. 

22. As per claim 276, Theimer discloses the digital data processor is adapted 
to provide remote access to one or more of said control/sensing devices for 
purposes of any of monitoring and controlling said one or more plant processes 
[Theimer, monitor and control, col 20 line 50]. 

23. As per claim 178, Theimer discloses A process control system, 
comprising: 

A. a plurality of devices to any of monitor and control a process [Theimer, 
monitored and controlled, col 20 lines 47-54], 
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B. a portable computer equipped for display to, and input from, an operator 
[Theimer, a portable computer, col 7 line 37], 

C. a program executing on the portable computer that responds to input to 
transmit to a digital data processor separate from the portable computer a 
request to update information that controls one or more of the devices [Theimer, 
server, col 5 line 48; a portable computer, col 7 line 37], 

D. software executing on the digital data processor, the software responding to 
selected requests received from the program to issue a command to update 
information that controls one or more of the devices [Theimer, update, col 12 
lines 45-55]. 

24. As per claim 190, Theimer discloses A process control system of the type 
having a plurality of devices to any of monitor and control a process [Theimer, 
monitor and control, col 28 line 44], the process control system comprising 

A. a portable computer equipped for display to, and input from, an 
operator [Theimer, a portable computer, col 7 line 37], 

B. a program executing on the portable computer that transmits to a digital 
data processor requests to update information that controls one or more of the 
devices, the program responding to operator input to transmit requests to got 
information reflecting the status of one or more of the devices and/or displaying 
said information [Theimer, current status and display, col 8 lines 33-47], 

C. software executing on the digital data processor, the software 
responding to requests received from the program to selectively (a) issue a 



Application/Control Number: 10/765,006 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2616 

command to update information that controls one or more of the devices and (b) 
obtain information pertaining to one or more of the devices [Theimer, update, col 
12 lines 45-55], 

D. wherein the digital data processor is disposed remotely from the 
portable computer and is coupled for communication therewith via a wireless 
network [Theimer, RPC, col 7 lines 42-49]. 

25. As per claim 199, Theimer discloses A process control system comprising 

A. a plurality of devices to any of monitor and control a process [Theimer, 
monitor and control, col 20 line 50], 

B. a portable computer equipped for display to, and input from, an 
operator [Theimer, a portable computer, col 7 line 37], 

C. a digital data processor coupled to the portable computer via a wireless 
network [Theimer, a file server 20, col 5 line 48], 

D. software executing on the digital data processor, the software 
responding to selected requests received from the portable to execute a service 
for at least one of (i) creating a named object that stores information regarding 
the one or more control/sensing devices, (ii) destroying such an object [Theimer, 
create and delete, col 16 lines 35-45], (iii) accessing information in such an 
object [Theimer, interaction for customized object, col 20 lines 3-15], (iv) updating 
information in such an object [Theimer, update object, col 12 lines 45-55], (v) 
determining, from an object name, a physical address associated with such an 
object [Theimer, objects, name and address, col 7 line 55-col 8 line 14], end (vi) 
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providing notification of changes in at least selected information stored in such an 
object [Theimer, notification, col 12 lines 20-45], and 

E. the portable computer transmitting to the digital data processor 
requests for one or more said services, and responding to input to transit to the 
digital data processor requests for one or more of said services in order to 
update information in an object that is associated with one or more of the devices 
[Theimer, update, col 12 lines 45-55]. 

26. As per claim 213, Theimer discloses A process control system comprising 

A. a plurality of devices to any monitor and control a process [Theimer, 
monitor and control, col 20 line 50], 

B. a portable computer equipped for display to, and input from, an 
operator [Theimer, a portable computer, col 7 line 37], 

C. a digital data processor coupled to the portable computer via a wireless 
network [Theimer, a file server 20, col 5 line 48], 

D. software executing on the digital data processor, the software 
responding to selected requests received from the portable to execute a sen/ice 
for at least one of (i) creating a named object that stores information regarding 
the one or more control/sensing devices, (ii) destroying such an object [Theimer, 
create and delete, col 16 lines 35-45], (iii) accessing information in such an 
object [Theimer, interaction for customized object, col 20 lines 3-15], (iv) updating 
information in such an object [Theimer, update object, col 12 lines 45-55], (v) 
determining, from an object name, a physical address associated with such an 
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object [Theimer, objects, name and address, col 7 line 55-col 8 line 14], and (vi) 
providing notification of changes in at least selected information stored in such an 
object [Theimer, notification, col 12 lines 20-45]. 

27. As per claim 229, Theimer discloses A portable computer for use in a 
control system that includes one or more control/sensing devices to monitor 
and/or control a process, the portable computer comprising 

A. a program that executes on the portable computer in order to configure 
it as a process controlling for purposes of at least controlling the one or more 
control/sensing devices [Theimer, monitor and control, col 20 line 50], 

B. the portable computer, when configured as a process controller, 
exchanging messages over a wireless network with a server digital data 
processor for purposes of controlling the one or more control/sensing devices 
[Theimer, a portable computer, col 7 line 37; a file server 20, col 5 line 48], 

C. the messages including requests, transmitted by the portable computer to the 
server digital data processor, for services provided by the server digital data 
processor including service8 for at least one of(i) accessing information regarding 
the one or more control/sensing devices [Theimer, interaction for customized 
object, col 20 lines 3-15], (ii) updating information regarding the one or more 
control/sensing devices [Theimer, update object, col 12 lines 45-55], (iii) 
determining a physical address associated with the one or more control/sensing 
devices [Theimer, objects, name and address, col 7 line 55-col 8 line 14], and (iv) 
providing notification of changes in at least selected information pertaining to the 
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one or more control/sensing devices [Theimer, notification, col 12 lines 20-45]. 



28. As per claim 243, Theimer discloses A digital data processor for use in a 
control system that includes one or more control/sensing devices to recruiter 
and/or control a process, the digital data processor comprising 

A. a program that executes on the digital data processor in order to 
configure it as a process controller for purposes of at least controlling the one or 
more control/sensing devices [Theimer, monitor and control, col 20 line 50], 

B. the digital data processor, when configured as a process controller, 
exchanging messages over a wireless network for purposes of controlling the 
one or more control/sensing devices [Theimer, a file server 20, col 5 line 48], 

C. the messages including requests, transmitted by the digital data 
processor for object management services including services for at least one of(i) 
accessing information regarding the one or more control/sensing devices 
[Theimer, interaction for customized object, col 20 lines 3-15], (ii) updating 
information regarding the one or more control/sensing devices [Theimer, update 
object, col 12 lines 45-55], (iii) determining a physical address associated with 
the one or more control/sensing devices [Theimer, objects, name and address, 
col 7 line 55-col 8 line 14], and (iv) providing notification of changes in at least 
selected information pertaining to the one or more control/sensing devices 
[Theimer, notification, col 12 lines 20-45]. 
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29. Claims 179-189, 191-198,200-211,214-228,230-242,244-256 contain the 
identical limitations set froth in claims 258-276. Therefore claims 179-189, 191- 
198, 200-21 1 ,214-228,230-242,244-256 are rejected for the same rationale set 
forth in claims 258-276. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thong H. Vu whose telephone number is 
571-272-3904. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached on 571-272-2092. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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